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The Book In Islamic Civilization

The present study deals with the early beginnings of writing books
and the development of manufacturing books since the early pre- Islamic
era until the fall of the Islamic caliphate. The study falls into eight
chapters. The first chapter deals with the origin and evolution of different
writing systems and the efforts of Arab and orientalist archeologists in
investigating this field. Chapter two studies notemaking and writing,
whereas chapter three focuses on the history of scribing and its role in
fostering book production. Chapter three also presents biograhical
information on prominent scribes. The movement of translation is the
theme of chapter four. This chapter surveys the translation movement
since its early beginnings in Iraq, Syria and Egypt; with special emphasis
on the role of the Abbasids. Chapter five deals with libraries in Islam
whether public libraries, as that of Beit-il-Hikma, or private libraries
owned by some scholars and ministers. The topic of chapter six is the
development of some aspects of bookmaking, like binding and gilding;
whereas chapter seven discusses the setbacks which adversely affected
book writing and book production during the Islamic ages as a result of
wars, famines and other disasters. Finally, chapter eight deals with the
ethics related to dealing with books (while reading, scribing, or lending
them), as well as with the views of some scholars on the prestige and high
status of books. '
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